
but Camfinas, Limeira, Rio Claro, and Belem do
Descalvado are out of the yellow fever range and
form a new chapter in the history of the disease.
Dr. Domingos Freiré came to Camfinas person¬

ally to superintend the inoculation of the people
with his attenuated virus of yellow fever. Beingobliged to return to Rio by the duties of his posi¬tion, he left Dr. Angelo Simöes in charge of the
service. Up to the 7th inst., according to letter
published, he had inoculated 630 persons, of
-whom only three had been attacked, and then in a
mild form. The names and residences of these
persons are recorded in the city offices, and are

open for inspection and study.
In Santos, Dr. Barrata, a colleague and fellow

professor of Dr. Freiré, inoculated several hun¬
dred, chiefly among the foreign element, before
the worst of the epidemic, and I am informed by
reliable physicians, residents in Santos, that only
a very insignificant number of those inoculated
by Dr. Freire's method had yellow fever. These
are significant facts in centres where, to escape
an attack of the disease is the rare exception,
and to have it, the rule.
Whatever may be said of the merits of Dr.

Freire's attenuations from a scientific standpoint,
these facts have a commercial significance not to
be ignored. Whether he has found the microbe
of yellow fever or not, or whether the fluid he
injects contains the attenuated microbe or not, if
it prevents yellow fever, or even if a large per¬
centage of those inoculated escape in times of
such sweeping epidemics as that of 1889, it de¬
serves to be carefully investigated. Dr. Freiré
courts investigation. He, at least, has what is
not always to be found among scientists, the cour¬
age of his convictions.
He seeks out the disease during dangerous

epidemics, and in the face of his most determined
opponent (Dr. AraujoGoes, who was sent by the
government to Santos and Camfinas) makes the
test fearlessly.
It is to be regretted that the gentleman who

was sent out here by our government to investi-
gete Dr. Freiré and his method, could not have
selected this season of the year for his studies,
when yellow fever can always be found, and Dr.
Freiré is always at home.
So far as we can see in the scientific journalsof the world that reach this distant point, Dr.Freiré is on the top with his germ.
A disease which is rapidly coming into promi¬

nence now that the yellow fever excitement is
subsiding, is beriberi, which, if it keeps on at the
present rate, will before the year closes have a
larger death roll than yellow fever. It is now
almost epidemic in the prisons of the large coastcities, and also among the seamen of the marine.
S. Paulo, May 28, 1889.

NECROLOGY.
Henry F. Grain, M.D.

Henry F. Crain, M.D., a native of Walpole,
N. H., was born September 22, 1810, the eldest
son of Dr. Eleazer and Sarah Crain. At the age
of 5 years his parents left Walpole and settled in
the flourishing village of Springfield, Vermont,
where he passed the greater part of his life. His
father, a noted physician, pursued the study and
practice of medicine and surgery during the re¬
mainder of his life, his death occurring in his 60th
year.
H. F. Crain, after being well advanced in the

common schools, completed the study of letters
in the Springfield and Chester academies. Hav¬
ing decided to make the study of medicine and
surgery his lifework, he, under the able tutelage of
his father and Dr, Amos Twitchell, of Keene, N.
H., entered Dartmouth Méditai College, attended
the usual course of lectures, and was prosector to
the professor of anatomy. He graduated, and
commenced practice with his father in 1837. I'1
1838 he went to central Pennsylvania, where he
practiced four years.
Having paid especial attention to gynecology,

and believing that some mechanical design would
be beneficial in the treatment of many cases of
female complaints, he, in company with his
father, invented the then famous spino-abdomiual
supporter, and for seven years manufactured and
sold them to physicians and druggists ; traveling
in the eastern, middle and many of the western
and southern states.
In 1849 he returned to Springfield, resumed the

practice of medicine, and continued in active
practice till 1882, when he removed to Rutland,
Vermont, where in company with his son, Dr, M.
R. Crain, by his ripe age, long experience, pro¬
fessional bearing, ready speech and affability of
manners, he soon gained the confidence of a large
and influential class of patrons, among whom he
was appreciated to an extent seldom gained iu
so short a time.
He rarely neglected the wants of the sick, and

was ever ready to alleviate the sufferings of his
patients. Carefully investigating and diagnosing
disease, he was prompt in the use of remedial
agents.
He died March 16, 1888, after a protracted

sickness, of eczema, complicated with disease of
the heart. At the time of his death he was a
member of the American Medical Association,
Vermont State Medical Society, Rutland County
Medical and Surgical Society, Rutland Medical
Club and Connecticut River Medical Society.
In the death of Dr. H. F. Crain, the profession

sustains a loss not easily repaired, the loss of one,
who, during his long professional life, held
strictly to the high dignity of the profession as

taught and practiced in our regular schools and

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a New York University User  on 06/05/2015



colleges, never wavering from the true principle
of medical ethics, discarding quackery, whether
within or out of the profession. He was a criti¬
cal observer ofmen and measures, of strong con¬
victions, studious in keeping pace with the im¬
provements in remedies or mechanical inventions
for the better treatment of disease, testing every
new element, giving rational reasons for approval
or rejection. He had in his library books for
reference from the most approved authors, foreign
as well as American, of which he evinced a

thorough knowledge, duly appreciating the great
responsibility resting upon the profession which he
so long and faithfully honored. S. H. G.

MISCELLANY.
New York State Medical Association.

—

The
seventh special meeting of the Fifth District Branch of
the New York State Medical Association will be held in
Port Jervis, Orange Co., N.Y., on Tuesday, Aug. 27, 18S9.For those who are willing to spare the time after the
meeting, a heautiful and interesting carriage drive of
seven miles along the Delaware river to Milford, Penna.,
is promised. All are urged to make an effort to attend
this meeting as the following Committee of Arrange¬ments are making every preparation to insure an inter¬
esting meeting, both scientifically and sociallv :
Drs. J. H. Hunt, of Orange Co., Chairman ; W. B.

Eager, of Orange Co.; M. C. Connor, of Orange Co.; T.W. Bennett, of Sullivan Co.; W. H. DeKay, of Sullivan
Co.; J. A. Munson, of Sullivan Co.

W. T. Lusk, M.D., President.E. H. Squihb, M.D., Secretary,
P. O. Box 94, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Health in Michigan, June, 1889.—For the month
of June, 1889, compared with the preceding month, the
reports indicate that pneumonia, tonsilitis and influenza,
decreased in prevalence.
Compared with the preceding month, the temperaturein the month of June, 1889, was higher, the absolute and

relative humidity and the day and night ozone were
more.
Compared, with the average for the month of June inthe three years, 18S6-88, inflammation of kidneys was

more prevalent, and cholera morbus.measles, and inflam¬
mation of bowels were less prevalent in June, 1889.
For the month of June, 1889, compared with the

average of corresponding months in the three years i£86-
'88, the temperature was lower, the absolute humidity
was about the same, the relative humidity was more, and
the day and night ozone much more.
Including reports by regular observers and others, diph¬theria was reported present in Michigan in the month of

June, 1889, at 23 places, scarlet fever at 37 places, ty¬phoid fever at 16 places, and measles at 19 places.
Reports from all sources show diphtheria reported at

1 place more, scarlet fever at 11 places less, typhoid fever
at 6 places more, measles at 4 places less, than in the
preceding month.

LETTERS RECEIVED.
S. A. Brewster, Crestón, la.; Battle & Co., St. Louis,

Mo.; Dr. S. Thompson, Toledo, la.; Dr. R. M. Wycoff,
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Dr. G. H. Grant, Hanover, Ind.; Dr.
R. C. Kedzie, Agricultural College, Mich.; Dr. James H.
Buckner, Cincinnati, O.; Dr. Henry O. Marcy, Boston,
Mass.; Dr. L. G. North.Tecumseh, Mich.; Dr. J. B. Ham¬
ilton, U. S. M. H. S., Washington; Dr. Thos. H. Manley,
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